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Cone of Silence

The County’s Cone of Silence Ordinance prohibits certain communications among vendors, county staff,
selection committee members, Commissioners and their staff. Any violations of this ordinance by any
members of the responding firm or its joint venture(s) may be reported to the County’s Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs and Professional Standards.

For Invitations for Bids, the Cone of Silence shall be in effect for staff involved in the award decision
process at the time of the solicitation advertisement. The Cone of Silence shall be in effect for the Board
of County Commissioners upon bid opening for the solicitation.

Pursuant to Section 1-266, Broward County Code of Ordinances, as amended, the Cone of Silence
Ordinance provides that after the advertisement of the bid solicitation, potential vendors and their
representatives are substantially restricted from communicating regarding the Quote/Bid with the County
Administrator, Deputy County Administrator, Assistant County Administrator, Assistants to the County
Administrator, their respective support staff, or any or any staff person that is to evaluate or recommend
selection in this quote/bid process. The Cone of Silence Ordinance further provides that after the bid
opening for this solicitation, potential vendors and their representatives are substantially restricted from
communicating regarding this Bid with the County Commissioners and their staff.

For Requests for Letters of Interest (RLI) and Requests for Proposals (RFP), the Cone of Silence shall be
in effect at the time of the Selection/Evaluation Committee appointment (which is typically prior to the
advertisement of the solicitation document in the RLI/RFP process) for staff involved in the award
decision process including the Selection Committee members. Section 1-266, Broward County Code of
Ordinances as revised, provides that after Selection Committee appointment, potential vendors and their
representatives are substantially restricted from communicating regarding the RLI/RFP with the County
Administrator, Deputy and Assistants to the County Administrator and their respective support staff, or
any person appointed to evaluate or recommend selection in the RLI/RFP process. For communication
with County Commissioners and Commission staff, the Cone of Silence allows communication until the
Shortlist Meeting of the Selection Committee or the Initial Meeting of the Evaluation Committee.

For all solicitations, communication with the Contact Person (designated in the solicitation) for purposes
of providing clarification and information necessary to complete the processing of an award or to make a
public record request are exceptions to the Cone of Silence requirements. After the Cone of Silence is in
effect, inquiries regarding the solicitation should be directed to the Director of Purchasing or designee.
The Cone of Silence terminates when the County Commission or other awarding authority takes action
which ends the solicitation.

Review the Cone of Silence Ordinance for further details
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